






















































































42 HIGHLIGHTS FOR CHILDREN

RETURN OF THE RED BIRDS
(Co ntinu ed from page 40)

children, they were always hungry.
Da y in and day out I watched their
feeding, nursing, and fussing.
While Mama Cardinal searched
for food, Papa Cardinal stood
guard like a soldier and chased
away all intruders.

Another big day arrived. About

six o'clock that evening I heard a
little mor e noise than usual. And
behold! T wo new baby cardinals
were shaking their hungry heads
out over the top of the nest. Papa
Cardinal perched on the tallest t ree
and proudly whistled to the world
that he was a father.

It was not many days before

these little birds had grown so big
and strong that they flew out into
the world on their own.

In 1946 the fourth spring ar

rived and with it came our red
birds. When they called, we once
more heard the mer ry "tweet
tweet" of the mother bird answered
by the sharp, clear whistle of the
father bird.

The birds again repaired the
nest, we placed food in the sauce
pan, and another interesting period
lay ahead for us all. By now we
had become old, old friends. With
the warm days of late spring, the
mama bird sat more quietly on her
nest and the papa bird stood guard
waiting for the big day. The
"tweet-tweet" of the mama bird
became more cheerful and before
long the sharp whistle of the papa
bird announced the new birthday
Soon two brand-new baby cardi
nals were shoving their hun gry
little heads above the nest . Again
the young tried their wings under
the watchful eyes of the proud
parents. Somewhere they are fly
ing happily these bright June days.

HIGHLIGHTS AMONG
BOOKS

Reviewed by'
CAROLI NE CLARK M YERS

The Little House
Do you suppose that old houses

feel sad when they are left alone or
when things around them change?
Virginia Lee Burton, in her story,
T he Little House, tells about a

house which could not be sold be
cause the man who had built her
had said that the house should be
used for his children, his grand
children, and his great-grand
children. But gradually the city
grew around her so that she
couldn't see what was going on.
High apartment buildings came

and the roads around her changed
into streets. Nobody lived in the
house. Then, on a happy day for
the Little House, things were

changed. Believe it or not, the
Little House was taken once more
to the country. There she could see
what was going on around her and
there folks who loved her lived in
her. You will surely like the pic
tures. The book is published by
Houghton-Mifflin, New York.

Johnny Crow's Garden
Before a baby is two years old,

he likes to be read to. Many boys
and girls give baby brother or sis
ter this pleasure. As they do so,
they learn to read better themselves.
A good book to begin with is
Johnny Crow's Garden by Leslie
Brooke. It has a picture on every
page and only a few words under
each picture. It is published by
Warne, New York.

Melindy's Medal
Melindy's grandmother t oo k

care of Melindy, Melindy's father,
and the bird-General Shaw. She
was very proud of her grand-

daughter, but she wished very
much that she had been a boy.

Mel i n d y 's great-grandfather,
grandfather, and father had won
medals for bravery in wars. Me
lindy's grandmother knew Melindy

couldn't win a medal because she
was a girl. But Melindy played the
piano very well. She played for the
school assembly. One day, when

she was sick, she was sent to the
cloakroom to get ready to go
home. She felt sad because all the
children were in the assembly and
she wanted to play for them. Sud

denly she smelled something. The
rest of the story tells how she won
her medal. M elindy's Medal was
written by Georgene Faulkner and

John Becker. It is published by
Julian Messner, Inc. , New York.

Daniel Boone
Do you like adventure stories?

Would you enjoy knowing more
about the early days when our
country was a wilderness? Daniel
Boone, written by Esther Averill,
describes pioneer life. It has very
interesting pictures by Rojan
kovsky. Most of the things Daniel
Boone knew, his father and mother
taught him. Because he was a good
observer, he learned much about
Indians. When he was taken pris
oner, he was able to escape because
he knew their ways. This book
tells of the journey of the Boone
family, when Daniel was young,
from Pennsylvania to North Caro
lina, Tennessee, and Kentucky. It
tells also of his later adventures.
Daniel Boone is published by
Harper Brothers, New York.

NOTE : Won't you write us about a book
that you have read . \Vrite in such a way as
to make other children want to read that book.
Perhaps you would like to illustrate some
thing from this book with a drawing different
fr om one that anybody else has made. Be sure
to give your age and address. Enclose a note
fr om 'your parent or teacher saying that your
contribution is all your very own. We shall
print some book reviews by children.


















